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"The HISTORY ot 


Or whatſoeꝰ er you are, 
*to have a ſtately ſtory told, 
Atrention ne prepare. 
It! is a Tale of Robin Hood, 
That to you I will tell, ly: 
Which being rightly underflood 
1 krow will pleaſe you well. ö 


Our Robin Hood ſo much talk d Df | 


Was once a man of ſame, - .. 
Intitled Lord of Huntingdon, 


Lord Robin Hood by nan. 


| In courtſhip and magnificene, 


Than any in his days. e 


5 10 bounteous liberality + 
He did too much e 


* 


y OTH entity and yeomen bold, 


B ; 


ROBIN HOOD. 


n 
And loved men of quality 
More than became him well: 
His great revenues all he fold, 
For wine and coſtly chear, 
He kept three hundred bowmen bold, 
He ſhooting lov'd fo dear. 
No archer living in his time, 
With him might well compare, 
He praftic'd,all his youthful prime 
In exerciſe moſt rare. 
at laſt by his profuſe expence, 
He had conſum'd his wealth, 
And being outlaw'd by his prince, 
la woods he liv'd by ſtealth. 
The Abbot of St. Mary's church, 
To whom he money ow'd, . 
His hatred to the Earl was ſuch, | 
That he his downfall prov'd, 
So being outlaw'd, as tis told = 
He with a crew;went forth, 
Of luſty cutters ſtout and bold, 
Who robbed in the North. 
Among the reſt one Little * by. 
A yeoman bold and free. | 


Who could, if need ſtood him upon, 


With eaſe encounter three. 
One hundred men in all he got, 
With whom the ſtory ſays, 


Three hundred men in arms durſt act, 


1 combs it any ways. 
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The Yorkſhire woods frequented. much 


And Lancaſhire alſo, 
Wherein their practices were foch, 
That they wrought mickle woe. 
None rich did travel: to and fro“ 

Tho? ne*cr ſo ſtrongly arm'd, | 
But by thele thieves ſo ſtrong in ſhew, 
They were buth reby'd and harm'd. 

His chief ſpite to the clergy was, 
Who liv'd in morftrot; pride, 

Not one of them he would let ON 
Along the highway ſide; 

But firſt to dinner they muſt go, 
And afterwards to ſhrift, A NES BY 

E For they ſuppos'd that he was ta en, 
Whiſe thus he liv'd by theft, 

Nor Monks and Friars he would 5 29, 
Without paying of their fees, 

If they pleas'd not to be ferv'd fo, 


Their ſtones he made them leave. 15 


For ſuch as theſe the country fill d 
With. baſtards in thoſe days, 

Which to prevent theſe ff ark did li 
All that came in their way: 

But Robin Hood ſo gentle was, 

And bore ſo great a mind, 

If any in diſtreſs did paſs, 

| He was to them moſt kind: 
That he would give or lend them, 

And help them in their need ; 


x 70 8 


This made all poor men pray for Gag 
And wiſh he well might ſpeed, + 
The widow and the fatherleftis Jade 
He would ſend means'unto 3.  . 
And tnoſe whom fortune did open, Fr tik 
Found him a friendly foe.” | 7 
Nor would he do a woman wrong, 1 1 4 
But ſee her fafe convey dj 
He would protect with power ſtrong. n 


All thoſe who erave kis ae. 
The Abbot; "of St; Mary 's then, . wy a 10 
Who him undid before, K b e 


Was riding with two hundred men N 
And gold and ſil ver ſtoremm 
But Robin Hood uh ee, 34.1 
With his courageous ſpirks, 15 5 5 
And all the coin by force did get, D 
Which was ten thouſand marks, „ wigs 


He bound the Abbot to a tree, 11 5 6 hah 


And would got t let him a PR” 79 1 . 
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Before e rid: to his men ad TR - jla 
His Lordſhip had ſaid Maſs. 
Whichbeing done, upon his horſe Vo 
He ſet him faſt aftride, + ef "of 

And with his face towards his a 
e forced him to ride. 
His men were forc'd to be his 3 
For he rode backwards home: 
The Abbot being thus villifſy' 00“ 
Did ſorely fret and fume . 
Thus Robin Hood did vindicate 
Ni former wrongs, receiv CW. 
Per twas this covetous prelate ere 
Him of his land bereav CCC. 
The Abbot rode unto the King, + 
With all the haſte he could, 457 
And to his Grace in every thing | 21+ fig br; 
Exactly did unfold: 1% R Bie 
And kad If that no cauſe was ta en, d 264 
By force or ſtratagem, * . Jr K 
To take this rebel and his train, 
. No man could paſs by them. 2 8 . 
The King proteſted by-and- by Hl 
Unto the Abbot.then, 1 
That Robin. Hood with iped ſhould de, 
And all his merry men; | 
But ere the King did any. ſend, 
H- did another feat, 
Whey did his Grace much more offend, 


The lact indeed ygs greats 


*; 
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The King's receivers e 
Unto London with coin they had got, 
For his highneſs' northern rent. 


But Robin Hood and little John 0 I 1 


With the reſt of their train, 
Not dreading law ſet them upon 
And did their gold obtain 
The King much moved at the ſame, 
And the Abbot' $ talk wad | 


ma 
* 
* 


In his anger did preclaim, 
And ſent word too and fro?, 


That whoſoe'er alive or dead, ah” 


Would take bold Robin Hood. 
Should have a thouſand marks a year, | 
In gold and ſilver good. 
This promiſe of the King did male 
Full aer a yeoman beld 


— 
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Attempt bold Hood to take, 
Wich all the force could: 
But ſtill hen any came him to, 
- . Within the grey green wood 
He ſoon wade them return again, 
This yeoman was ſo go d. 
He ſhew'd to them fuch roartial: ſport, 
With his long bow end arrow, | 
Thar they of him did give report, 
How great it was their GEN: - 
Tha ſuch a worthy man as he 
- Shouldthus be put to ſhi ift: 
Being late a Lord cf high renown 
Of living quite bereft: 
The Kind to takeFhim more and more, 
Sent men of mickle might, 
: And be with ſteel dit beet them fore, 
| And cofique? them in fight? 
| Or elſe by love and couriely, . 
To him he won tf eir Hearts. 
So that he liv'd by robbery... 
In all the northern parts: 
And all the country far and near, 
Of Robin Hood and his men, 
For ſtouter lads ne er liv'd by bread, 
In thoſ- days, nor fince then. 
Tbe : bbot waon: before I nam'd_ 
| Sought all the means he could 
To have by to: ce this rebel ta den, 
And his adherents bold 
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Wherefore he inn'd five hinndeod men, 

With furniture complete 

But the outlaws ſlew half of them.” 

Andmdde the reſt retreat. 

His long bo v and his arrows keen 
They were fo us“ unto. | 

As ſtil} he kept the foret green, 
In ip te of the p oideſt foe. 

Now twelve of the Abb it's men ne got, 
Who came to him was ten, 

When all the reſt the field forſooæ 
Them os did entertain. 
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With banquetting and merriment, 
And having us'd them well, 
He to their Lord them ſafely lent, 
And wilied them to tel!, 
That if he would be pleas? d at laſt, 
To beg of our good King, 
That he might pardon what was paſt, 
And him to favour bring, | 
He would ſurrender back again 
The money that before 
Was taken by him and his men 
From him and many more. 5 
Poor men might ſafely go by him. 
And ſcme that way did chuſe, 
For well they knew that to help them, 
He evermore did uſe. 
But where he knew a mifer rich, 
That did the poor oppreſs, 
Io fel their coin his hands did itch, 
H- had it more or leſs. 
Nay, ſometimes when the highway, fails 
Then he his cu ages rouzes, . 
He and his men have oft aſſail'd 
Such rich men in their houſes, 
So their diead of Robin Hood, 
| And his advertrous crew, 
The miſer's kept great tore of men, 
Who elle maintain'd but few. 
King Richard of that name the firſt, 
| Ar=nam? 4 Ceur de Ly0D, | 


b 


43) 
When to defeat the Pagans curft, ® , 
Wha kept the coaſt of Sion. 


The Biſhop of Elv Chancellor, 
Who was left Vice "ns here, 


„„ - 


Who like a potent Emperor, . 
Did proudly dome... l 

Our chronicles ot him report, | 
That commonly he rode 

With a thouſand horſe unto the eourt; 3 
Where he would make abode. 


F. 
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He aiding dene hls the North. 

| With his aforeſaid train, 

Robin and his men did iſſue forth, 
Them all to entertain. 

And with the gallant grey gooſe wing 
They ſhewed to them ſuch play. 
They made their horſes kick and fling, 

And down the riders lay. 
Fullglad end faih the Biſhop Was, 
Fc or all his 0 men,” 8 


To ſeek what means he could to paſs, 


From out of Robin's ken: 
Two hundred of bis men were kill d, 
And fourfcore horſes good, 
Thirty who did as captives 1 
Were brought t to be ger wood. 
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For twenty marks 8 2 man; 
The reſt ſer ſpurs to horſe and fled 
To the rown of Warrington. 
The Biſhop fore enraged then, 
Dic in King Richard's name 
Muſter up a power of men, 
Theſe outlaws bold to tame; 3 
Bu Robin with his courteſy, 
So won the meaner ſort, 
Thar they were loath on hi m to try 
What rigor did impart, 
So that bold Robin and his men 
Did live unhurt of them. 
Untii King Richard came again, 
From fair Jeruſalem. + -- 
And then the talk of Robin Hood 
His royal ears did fill; | 
His G1ace admired in the green wood 
He was continued ſtill; 
Softhat the country far and near, 
D d give him great applauſe; 
For none of them need ſtand in fear, 
But ſuch as broke his aws; 
He wiſhed well unto the King, 
And pray'd ſtil! for his health, 
And never practic'd any thing 
Againſt the common w:alth z 
Only becauſe he was urdone 
by the crue! clergy Heſs. 
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An things that be could think upon oy 


To vex ſuch ſort of men, po 
He enterpriz'd with hateful {pleen, Fs 

In which he was to blame, 
For fault of one to wreak his teen 

On all that by him came. 

With the wealth he by robberies got, 

Fight alms-houſes he built. 
Thinking thereby to purge the blot 

Of blood that he had ſpilt. 


Such were their blind Greens then 


Depending on their works; 17 
Which if true we Chriſtian men T ty 
Inferior are to Turks. Os Bang 
But to ſpeak true of Robin Hood, 
nd wrong him not a jot. 


He would not thed any man's bloods. 15 | 


That him invaded not ; 
Nor would he injure huſbandmen 
That toll at cart and plow, 


For well he knew wer'c not for them We, 


To live no men knew how, 


The King i in perſon with ſome Lords, OY 


To Nottingham . 
To know what ſtrength and ſkill afford 
Io tame this out-law's pride, 
And as he once before had done, 

He did again proclaim, 
That whoſoe er would take upon 

To bring to Nottingham. 


Or anv place within thi land, I: iq wt wth. 
Rebellious Robin Hocd, 3 166" 
Should be prefer'd in place to dend, 
With thoſe of Royal blood- 
When Robin Hood had heard che Game 
Within a little ſpace, . 
Into the town ot Nottingham 
A letter to his Grace, 
He ſhot upon an arrow head, 
One evening cunningly z + ; 
Which before the Lords Was tend, 55 
Unto his Majeſty, _ | 
The tenor of the letter was, 
That Robin would: a HE NE 
And be true Liegman to his Grace, 
In every thing that's Dh gn 244-0; 
$0 that his highneſs would forgive 
Him' and his merry men all: 
if not he muſt in the Green Wood ſtay, | 
And take what chance befal. 
The King would have pardon' d him, 
But that ſome Lords did ſay, 
This preſident will much condemn 
Your Grace another daß,.  Þþ 
While the King and Lords did ſtay, e 
Debating on this thing: 3 
dome of the out - laws fled away 
Unto the Scottiſh King. 1 
For they ſuppos'd if he was ta en, / 
Or to the King did yicld, Paris N A 
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By law all the raft of his train 
Fall quickly ſhould be quell'd. 


Of more than'tull an hundred men, J e 


But forty tarried till, 

Who were r. ſolv'd to land by him, 
Let Forture work her will. 

If none had fled, all or his lake, 
Had got heir pardons free; 


The King to favour meant to ate = 


His merry men and he. 
But eie the pardon to him came, 0 
bis famous archer dy'd ; 


His death, and marner of cheſame, — 
Iu preſently deſcribe. 1 


Fer being vex d to think upon 25 
His followers revoity. © . 
In melancholy paſſion 
Ne did recount bis fault; 
P: rfidious Trai: ors ſaid he then, 
In all your dangers paſt, 
I have guarded you as my men, 
Now ſerve me thus ar laft! 
This ſad perplexity did Cauſe 
A fever as ſome ſay; 
Which bim in confuſion draws, 
The? by a ſtranger way, 
This deadly danger to prevent, 
He hy'd him with all ſpeed, | 
Unto a nun:iery, With intent 
For health's ſake there to bleed. 
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| In love to let aa blood ; n 
But he by falſehood wrought the end 

Ot famous Robin . N 


he Fr riar; as ſome 40 did this 
To vindicate thefwrong. 
nich to the clergy he and his 
Had done by power ſtrong. 
hs died by treachery, 
Who could not'die by force; PM . 
lad he liv'd longer certainly, 588 9 
aqa Richard in remorſe. 53 N 0 
ad onto favour bim receiv d, 
His brave men elated: © 
3 pity he was of life bereav d, E 
By one he {0 much hated, 


((20,), 


A treacherous leach this Friar was 
To let him bleed to'death ; 


And Robin was methinks an as, | 


To truſt him with his breath. 
His corpſe the prioreſs of that pe 
The next day that he dy'd, 
Causꝰ d to be buried in mean fort - 
Along che highway ſide, EOS > 5 


| And over him ſhe cauyg'd a ſtone,” | 7 | f 


To be fix d in the ground, 
An epitaph was ſer thereon, 
Whereon his name was fond, 
The date of the year and day alſo, 


She made to be ſet there: e ; 


That all who by chat way did go, 
Might fee it plain appear - 
That ſuch a man as Robin Hood 
Was buried in that place, 7 
And how he liv'd in the green wood. 
And robbed there apace. me 
It ſeems that tho the clergy. he 
Had put to mickle woe, 
He ſhould not quite forgotten be, 
Altho” he was their fon. 
The woman tho? ſhe did him hate, 
She loved his memory; _' _ 


And thought it wonderous we „ 


His name with him ſhould die. 
This epitaph as records tell, 
Within chree hundred years 


( 2 3 


By many was diſcerned Wells 
But time all things out wears. 
His tollowers when he was dead, 

Were fome reeeiv'd te grace: 
The reſt to foreign country's fled, 

And left their native place. = - 

And tho” this funeral was bur ſmall, 
The woman had in mind, 

Leſt his lame ſhould be buried clean | 
From thoſe that came behind, 
For certainly before or ſince, | 
No man cer underſtood 
Under the reign of any Prince, 

A man like Robin Hood 8 
For thirteen years and 2 more | 

Theſe out- laws lived thus: w_ 
Fear'd by the rich, lovd by the poor, | 

A thing moſt marvellous 
A thing impoſtible to ns, tort NM 
This ſtory ſeems to be: 4 16 5 
None darcs now be ſo venrurous, 

But times are chang'd-we ſee. 
We that live in theſe happy days 

Of civil government. O12 39 a! 
If need he had an hundred men, 9 1 

Such rebels to prevent. ' L 
In thoſe days men barbourous were, 1 

And lived leſs in-awe, Lug A] 
And God be thanked people feur 

More to offend che law. 
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No roaring gun was then in uſe, 
They dreamt of no ſuch thing, 
Our Engliſhmen in fight did chuſe | 
The gallant grey gooſe wing. 
In which activity our men, 
Thro? practice were ſo good, 
That in thoſe days none equalled them, 
- Eſpeially Robin Hood 
So that it ſeems keeping in caves, 
In woods and foreſts thick, | 
They beat a multitude with faves, 
Their arrows did fo prick. 
And none durſt n? ar unto them come, 
Ualeſs in courteſ r,, 
And all ſuch he would fain ſend home, 
In mirth and jollly. yy 
Which courteſy won him much love, 
As I before have told. 
This was the reaſon he did prove 
More proſperous than he would. 
Let us be thankful for theſe times 
Of plenty, truth and peace, 
And leave off great and horridcrimes, 
| Left they cauſe this ts ceaſe, 
Let no one think this is a lic 
For wer't put to the worſt, 
They may the truth deſcry, 
la Richard's reign the firſt. 
If any reader pleaſe w try * 
As 1 direction ſhow, TE 59 e 


( 23 ) 
The truth of this brave hiſtory, 
He'll find it truth I know: 
And I ſhall think my labour wel 
Beſtow d to purpoſe good, 25 
When it ſhall. be ſaid that I did tell pe 
True Tales of Robin Hood. 72 


« A 


i 


b ROBERT, Ea 


1 


DS $2 7 5 
. L 9. 1 . x of C i | » of 1 22 3 
K s 8 72 > A * 1 54 
* . 14 . od * 171 
e 1711 15 


<0 I ne eee. 
. 3 . M Sn. e 
The Epitaph which the biioreſs ſet over Ro. 
bin Hood, which, as it is before - mention- 
Was to be read within three Years, though 
in Old Engliſh, much to the ſ:me Senſe and 
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Lies underneatch is Kone: | 


No archer was \kebi fs oT, 
7. wildndſy nam 2 1 


N Tip BY Berke 2 he vexed Tore 3 2, 


Such Out- laws as he and his men,. 
May? Er England never ce again. Ou 
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